


Mid-Minnesota Development Commission

2016 Commission Members

Kandiyohi County Representatives

Cathy Baumgartner...........ccccoeveuvvvnnnnee Public Interest

Kevin Crowley **Vice Chair ........ccccccoviiiviviiiiieeeennn.
....................... Municipalities / Public Interest

Rick Fagerlie ... City of Willmar
Idalia (Charly) Leuze..........cccceeeeernnnns Public Interest
Robert Moller, Secretary ...........cccuvvened Public Interest
Shawn Mueske..........cceevvveeeeiiiiiiennnns Public Interest
ROITE NISSEN ..eeviiieeeeiieee e County
DuWayne Underthun........................oce. Townships

McLeod County Representatives

Robert Anderson ++.........ccooeeeivviiieene e, Townships
Bill Arndt.......ccoooeeiiiiiiie City of Hutchinson
Bob Becker .......covvvviviiiiiiiiiiiieeeii Municipalities
Alan FredrickSon + ........covviiiiiiiiiiieiieenee Townships
Sheldon Nies........oooeeiiiiiiec, County

Renville County Representatives

Jeff BENSON .....coooeiiiiiieei e, Public Interest
Ronald Degner...........ccccvvvveieeeeiiiccee e Municipalities
Helen RUebel ..., Townships
James Schafer ..., Public Interest
Francis SChweiss ..........coooeeeeeiiiiiiiirceed Public Interest
John Stahl, *Chairperson.........ccccceeeeeiieiiiiviccee, County

Meeker County Representatives

Dan Barka.........coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeeeeeee e Townships
Mike HOUSMAN, TrEASUIET ......ueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesreeneensd County
Greg Langmo........eueeeeeermniiiiimmme e Public Interest

Maureen Melgaard-Schneider, *Vice Chair, **Chairperson
...................................................... Public Interest

17 (07 | | Municipalities

+ Denotes on Board until April 27, 2016
++ Denotes on Board after April 27, 2016
* Denotes office held until June 22, 2016
** Denotes office held after June 22, 2016

MMDC Outgoing and Incoming Commission Members

We give our sincere thanks to the following members who have retired from the Commission Board at the end of 2016:

Bill Arndt, City of Hutchinson Representative, 13 years of service on MMDC
Dan Barka, Meeker Co. Township Representative, 3 years of service on MMDC
Ron Degner, Renville County City Representative, 20 years of service on MMDC
Idalia (Charly) Leuze, Minority Representative, 12 years of service on MMDC
Sheldon Nies, McLeod County Commissioner, 21 years of service on MMDC
John Stahl, Renville County Commissioner, 14 years of service on MMDC

MMDC welcomes the following new members beginning in 2017:

Frank Eder, Mayor of City of Watkins

Doug Erickson, Renville County Commissioner
Sue Hilgert, Mayor of City of Olivia

Doug Krueger, McLeod County Commissioner
John Lofdahl, Councilperson for City of Hutchinson
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Chairperson Melgaard-
Schneider presents service
plaque to Commissioner Stahl

Commissioners Nies, Arndt, & Degner
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Economic Development

The Mid-Minnesota Development Commission and its area served has been designated a Federally Certified
Economic Development District (EDD) by the U.S. Department of Commerceds Economic Development
Administration (EDA). The EDA and its planning program provides essential investment support to district
organizations. The planning assistance provided assists MMDC with short term planning investments. Eligible
activities under this program include the development, maintenance, and implementation of a Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for the region and related short term planning activities.

Staff assisted in preparing Kandiyohi Countyds Blandin
Foundation Broadband Feasibility Grant Application. Assistance
on this project also included assistance with a draft RFP and
vetting RFP applicants. The Blandin Broadband Grant Application
was funded in the amount of $25,000 with a higher local match
from Kandiyohi County.

Staff participated with the Minnesota Association of
Development Organizations to update the DEVELOPMN Plan. U.5. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

Staff attended meeting of the statewide MADO Economic
Development Professionals to discuss pertinent topics related to
economic development.

MMDC staff met with USDA Rural Development staff to discuss projects and align services.

Staff attended a meeting of the Southwest Minnesota Economic Development Professionals to hear about updates
and professional development.

Staff attended meeting of the City of Willmar at two public forums regarding potential projects investment from a
local option sales tax.

Staff attended a training session provided by the Department of Employment and Economic Development
regarding the Minnesota Investment Fund.

Staff authored the MMDC EDA fiDrafto copy of the planning grant application.
Staff met regularly with representatives for the Central Minnesota Jobs and Training Workforce Center.
Staff attended meetings or provided professional technical assistance to the following entities:

* Kandiyohi County/City of Willmar EDC * Meeker County EDA

* Renville County EDA * Hutchinson EDA
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MMDC Can Provide Survey Research Assistance

The MMDC can provide local units of government
and other regional entities assistance with conducting
surveys, analyzing results, and producing survey
reports. Staff have both the capability to produce y .
scientific surveys utilizing SPSS software, or more Lity-of Wilimar
general surveys that provide an opportunity for Projects of Regional
community input, using SurveyMonkey.com. I

Significance (PRS)

An example of an online survey that was conducted
in 2016 for the City of Willmar. Staff assisted the City
with a fiProjects of Regional Significance Reporto that
guided discussion of major projects the community
may want to pursue over the next two to ten years. Prepared for the
Willmar asked MMDC to develop and administer an Willmar City Council
online survey designed to gauge the publicds interest
in a number of potential projects of regional
significance. In addition to prioritizing projects, the Draft Date:
respondents were also asked if they would support June 1, 2016
paying for the projects with either local property taxes
or implementing a 0.5% local option sales tax. A total iy e S B onascns
of 840 persons participated in the online survey. Development Commission Wiiiiinar .
Filters were used to determine such factors as how
Willmar citizens answered the survey compared to
non-residents.

Report

The survey results were
presented at two City Council
listening sessions. The survey
results and the comments
made at the listening sessions
are summarized the ACity of
Willmar Projects of Regional
Significance (PRS) Report.0
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Mid-Minnesota Development Commission

333 Sixth Street Southwest, Suite 2
Willmar, MN 5626615
Email: mmrdc@mmrdc.org

Please visit us at

http://www.mmrdc. l Serving the People of Kandiyohi, McLeod, Meeker, and Renville Counties since 1974.

Executive DIFeCtor............oovvevviiiiiiiiimmmee e Donn Winckler
Financial Director/Office Manager ..........ccccoeevvvviinieeienn. Sue Gimse
Economic Development Director............cceeeeeveevivisieeennnn Les Nelson
Community Development Director ................cc..e. Matthew Johnson
Admin.Assist./Tech Support Specialist.................Terresa Westerman
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